THE AGE OF MERCANTILISM
manufactures.' It was also employed in making iron wares
though it was not suitable, on account of the sulphur in it,
for smelting iron ore. In this way coal-mining was closely
linked with the industrial progress of the country. Its
historical significance is reflected further in the contribution
which it made to the evolution of a capitalist society, and
in the influence exerted on public policy (especially as
regards price regulation) in the interests of the consumer.
In addition the transport of coal along the coast or to the
Continent was an immense stimulus to shipping, since it
accounted for a large proportion of the mercantile marine
and nourished a 'nursery for seamen;' its conveyance from
the pits to the river-side led to the invention of 'railways' in
the sixteenth century; and the drainage of water in the
mines gave birth to the steam engine in the seventeenth
century.
The economic importance of coal in the age of mer-
cantilism was matched by the great advance in the metal
industries. The extensive use of metals for both industrial
and domestic purposes was revealed in a notable expansion
of iron goods, though the home production of raw iron was
hampered by a shortage of fuel. 'No particular manufacture
can be named,' asserted Defoe, 'which has increased like this
of the hardware;' and Burke described Birmingham as 'the
toy-shop of Europe5 because of its variety of small wares.
A native industry of copper and brass was established in the
. sixteenth century as a result of the discovery of calamine.
' Other industries which were started or developed in the
;  sixteenth and seventeenth centuries included alum, breweries,
brick-making, glass, paper, salt, saltpetre, soap and sugar-
refineries.   Shipbuilding   was  stimulated  by   commercial
intercourse with the Continent, the American plantations
and India, as well as by the coasting trade in coal and other
commodities; and the growth of a merchant navy laid the
basis for an empire which rested on sea power. All these
changes were far advanced prior to the introduction of
machinery,
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